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Recently we have been reading a very good blog by one of our members Stephen Esplin Aka
Shanner’s his witty and informative blog has been a real success with this is mind | asked him to
pen a piece for this newsletter he dually obliged !!!

The moon is a small dusty, lifeless rock orbiting the earth, peppered with variously sized asteroids
—and yet it has polarised thought since the dawn of man...

During the Cold War, two rival nations spent billions of Dollars - and quadrillions of Rubles - to
place an astronaut upon it in the hope to prove which nation, or “tribe”, was of the higher intelli-
gence.

In 428 BC, Greek philosopher Anaxagoras (is that all they do over there?) was imprisoned and
eventually exiled for being the first to offer the explanation that the moon simply reflects the light
of the sun, rather than having its own illumination. Presumably this exile was decided through the
same controversial Greek court that allows the word, “MEAT” to follow the word, “DONNER"?

In my home town of Stockport, we still throw spears and rocks at the moon in the order to try and
capture it. This is how we choose our Lord Mayor...

For carp anglers, the moon — and its affects upon their chosen prey - is one of perpetual debate.
A Google-search will provide little in the way of conclusive evidence, only speculative forum-
based opinion. Research has discovered proof of lunar effects on migratory eels during spawning
season, but not feeding carp — and the last thing we want when hunting specimen Cypry is a 10
minute battle disgorging a horny OIL-RIGGERS BOOTLACE!

A Carp’s daily behaviour is constantly triggered from external stimulus, be it in a positive or nega-
tive way towards angler’s wishes. In the summer months, carp can be lethargic due to low oxy-
gen levels, particularly at night, but can be invigorated again by the warming effect of dawn sun-
shine. If the night before was a full moon, it would be extremely likely that we’'d blame that be-
cause it was a noticeable environmental condition — as apposed to the low oxygen content.

The problem is that, like 99.9% of the nation’s anglers, | go fishing “when | can”. Not wanting to
sound misogynist, but the affects of Lunar Phases on carp are insignificant against the affects my
angling has on my relationship with my girlfriend. It's better to go fishing on a full moon, than face
the repercussions of fishing on a night we had planned with her ‘ever-so exciting’ friends. I'll take
possible gravitationally-upset carp, over cold eyes, nights in an under-decorated spare room (my
fault again), and conversations which develop along the theme of, “and another thing you do
wrong, Steve, is...” - any day! It is for this reason the “Lunar Theory” becomes redundant.

It has never been proven that Lunar Phases affect the animal the same way it affects tidal fish,
and until it is, it will remain one of the last factors we should consider. | don’t know of anyone that
would ever check a “solunar calendar” and decide against a nights fishing, as we might with infor-
mation of an impending storm, snowfall or gale. | don’t know of anyone that has stared into the
cosmos for two minutes, Crocodile Dundee-style, with their left eye twitching like the lead singer of
Radiohead - and then packed up their gear, claiming “Excessive gravity levels tonight - waste of
time!”

As we grow older, fishing becomes more about compromise. Our skills develop every session,
we enjoy the outdoor life, but work, relationships, and physical time itself conspire to prevent us
from angling. When an opportunity arises to get on the bank without any repercussion, we take it
— regardless of whether the moon is waxing, waning, full or half!

If lunar effects were that important, do you not think that Fox would have already released a “Fox
Gravity Surveyor” in really real-tree camouflage? Until they do, just go fishing when you can — as
long as it keeps the peace!

The very tightest of lines to you,
Shanners.




